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Wlckliil’,  those  ofL’ithcrand  yic- 

V  ‘  *  ''  '  *  *  .  '  t  ' 

litnctliomviU  follow  la  the  two 
nc:it  s'acccccliop:  nun:bers. 


THEtiifce  fii’St  cdntunes.  notwit  - 
suadiajr  tho  dlmiona  vv'.i’ich  ex* 

,  ^  *  I  * 

*j5tc:l*  ran"  j'lStly  be  cJ5i9idei‘ecl  as 

%  t  '  ^  v ,  *  •  -  • 

a;b  era.  of"  fcir/ious  p’rosycilty' 

1  From  this  time  there  wus  a  rapid 
•increasd  of  darkness  ah  i  and  er¬ 
ror  t:M  about  the  ’.nkldle  of  the 
ei.'jiith  century,  when  the  Pope  of 
Roaia  bccaihe  a  t'e-nporal  p:ince» 

:  »  •  *  *  i 

Hn'I  in  the  senss  of  John  the  rcTc- 
lutor  a  complete  beast.  Frorri 
tiih  pcrldf^.l  to  Iiih;  fourtcent:!  cen-, 
tiiry  the  world  wus  cnvel^c  ]  in 
miJui'cht  -Frnin  this' 

timethe  day  bcj^^an  to  du\rn.  That 
*  the  rcviders  of  the  Evidence 
mi  ;'ht  have,  with  liule  jnins,  and 
ia  the  of  a  minuies,  a 

snccinct  and  correct  v:e*v  of  t!]^ 
first  cmer^jency  iroin  papal  Hkr- 
archvT  the  editor  tonhi  hes  that  u 
short  Bio*;;rap!iical  sketi^h  of  the 
tlirec  principal  reronaers  will  be 
pavliclarly  i^ratirV  ific;.  ^TIiC  firr-t 
skrtcli  \vi  I  be?  frc::n  the  hf 


jTrQm  the  Thtohgicat  HiJigazin^ 


rmet 


Let  Cxsar^i  dues  !>a.evcr  paid  - 
Ip  Cxsar  ana  Ins  tnronc  ; 

Sut  con^ihiyhee'^  aiid hscr/  *  were  m: 
To  I>e  the  Lord’s  alone.  •:  .. 


ir.tcj.igcct  proiessor  c: 

ChrisiLnitv  that  the  re- 

«  #  • 

li^ion  of  Chiibt  been  cerrupted.- 
Ecclesiasitcal  fdstory  informs  ns, 
that,  after  the  first  three  ceotiiiic*^ 
had  passed  away,  the  stale  took  the 
system  of  Jesus,  under  its  patron¬ 
age  }  from  wnicid  pcrie  i  it  graijiK 
ally  degenctt,*ted  into  a  dark  aiul 
merciless  superstition.  Popery  c-< 
vcrspic-ul  the  ciuiiMil  v  oila  ;  thti 
riglit  of  pri\alc  jmign.cnt  wasanni- 
hiJatt  d  ;  unci  incivlcluais,  cxci(ifin‘-r 
tl'.cir  cviantcii  sinse  in  toe  atuirs  of 
rcli  iich,  v/rre  ct.miunca  over  to  t»  e. 
prinsof  c:rr:'.?.l  n'i^erv^  iibcrnie^^ 
at  one  ih:?.*,  ti.r.t  t^lsthivk  c!oud| 
which  hsi*'rf‘d  iuautu.d  Lr 


;j  ?  u  iff 

*t  iiitt t  XI 'a/  ' v 

fVo/  tfry'f^r  l.fL  /ti: 


194 


Biografihy% 


Rges,  wdllld  never  have  bccn'.dissi* 
j>tited.  But  Providence  wants  no 
means  to  acebmpash  its  purposes. ' 
John  Wickliff  was  the  first  instru- 
liient  raised  for  the  divine  end  df 
liberating  Fiis  I'ellow-crcatures  front 
tlus  spiritual  captivity.  He  has, 
therefore,  been  emphatically  styled, 
Aiortung  Star  of  the  H^orma~ 
tion !  - 

♦ 

% 

John  WfcKtiFF  was  bom  in  the 
Sorthern  pait  of  England,  about  the 
year  1324,  and  received  bis  eoiiCcs- 
rton  at  the  university  of  Oxford. 
According  to  the  taste  of  the  tintes 
in  wliich  he  lived,  he  becaine  a  won¬ 
derful  proficient  ki  the  works  of  Ar¬ 
istotle,  and  a  complete  m^ister  of 
the  school  divinity,  Disgtrsted, 
however,  with  these  subtleties,  he 
had  recourse  to  the  scripture  itself, 
and  thence  imbibed  those  manly 
sentiments  of  religion  winch  were 
the  groundwork  of  his  opposition  to 
the  church  of  Rome.  To  this  im- 
ihortal  honor  be*  it  said  also,  that 
whilst  he  sought  after  this  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  mind,  he  made  proportion¬ 
able  advances  in  virtue  and  piety. 

TfTE  fiFst  principal  event  in  the 
life  of  Wickliff  was  the  controversy 
he  held  respecting  the 
ars^  wl;o  had,  for  some  lime,  infect¬ 
ed  tre  university  of  Oxford.  He 
l^probated  their  laziness  and  profii-' 
gacy.  He  pointed  out  t!ie  essen¬ 
tial  differences  between  their  affect¬ 
ed  humility  and' tiiaV  real  contempt 
of  vvorldiv  goods*  reccrrjmended  in 
■^le  New  Testament^  fvis  cxer-' 
tions  made  a  }»reat  intpresfiion  on 
the  pisople,  and  extended  In  no  in- 
Gonsidel’t.ble  dejpee  l:is  reputation. 
Being  made  mastei*  of  BalloJ  col¬ 
lege,  and  afterwards  w'urden'of  Can- 
tcriiury-hall,  he  opposed  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  tribute-money,  by*  vdiich 
the  aWttors  of  popeiy  weie  highly 
irritated.  A  suit  respecting  liis 
•wardecsbip  vras  tl;cn  depending  at 


Rome,  and  there  finally  determined 
ajjinst  him.  Enemies  have  sug¬ 
gested,  that  he  was  urged  by  re¬ 
venge  to  this  opposition ;  but  it 
must  bo  recol  cctcd,  that  it  was  dur¬ 
ing  the  consideration  of  the  business 
he  exerted  himself  against  iho  pope, 

.  so  that  it  is,  in  reality,  an  admirable 

proof  ofiiis  integrity. 

1-  '  .  .  ' 

^  WicKLirr  was  next  chosen  to 
fill  the'  divinity  chair  in  Oxford  ; 
and  he  availed  himself  of  this  situa¬ 
tion  to  expose»the  inveterate  errors 
of  Popery.  The  clergy,  raising  a 
violent  clamor  against  him,  instigat¬ 
ed  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to 
pr  osecute  him  :  ho  was,  thcrelbrc, 
at  length,  with  some  difficulty,  de¬ 
prived  and  si  enced.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  about  this  time  takcn'up^and 
i  protected  by  the  duke  of  Lancaster': 
under  hi»  patronage  he  inveighed 
loudly  against  existing  abuses,  and 
:  proceeded  undauntedly  in  the  cause 
of  reformation.  The  duke  gave 

hira  the  valuable  reCtorv  of  Luttcr- 

¥ 

worth  in  Leicestershire,  whither  he 
repaired  and  discharged  the  diU'tcs 
of  bis  station  with  an  exemplary  fi¬ 
delity,*  From  this  retreat  he  was 
seen  draw  n  fbrtF.  by  fresh  prosecu¬ 
tions  ;  but  the  council,  before  which 
he  was  brought,  not  agreeing  a- 
mong  tlicmsclves,  he  was  disrharg-' 
ed.  On  the  declension  of  the  duke’s 
ihflnencc  he  was -again  exposed  to 
the  resentment  of  his  enemjcs'.  He 
was  CbligcH  to  appear  before  a  pro¬ 
vincial  synod,  at  Lainbt-th,  where,’ 

I  after  havmg  explained  several  arti¬ 
cles  of  his  belief  rather  ccuivocally, 
he  was  enjoined  not  tn  preach  any 
more  thosfc  doctrines  which  hadlvcen 
objected  tb  him.  So  far  indeed  was 
he  from  'regarding  this  prohihKion, 
‘that  he  went  about  bare'-fcoted  in  a 
!-lcng  frire  gown,  prcaohing  occa- 
l  sionaMy  to  the  people,  and  wiihont 
any  reserve  in  his  parish,- 

Tct-A&ss  the  cJfrscof  U;eycar 


.  H 
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1378,  WickiilT  was  afflicted  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  distemper,  which,  it  was  tho’t 
V>v^dd  prove  Ltal  to  him-  On  this 
pecasion  a  singular  circumstance 
took  p'acp,’  w(iich  ought  not  to  l;e  o- 
mitted.  Several  begging  friara ' 
gamed  admittajice  into  his  chatnber 
meaning  to  tcrriiy  hi  n  b>  tl.pir  pre¬ 
sence  imo  a  rctraciicn  of  ti.o^e  se¬ 
vere  charges  w'nicli  be  had  former¬ 
ly  made  "against  the  order  to  which 
they  belonged.  They  assured  him 
■  that  he  lie  was  about  to  die,  and  that 
arch  an  acknowledgcnient  would 
prove  the  means  of  his  salvation. 
Wicklif^  surprised  at  the  solemn 
message,  raised  himself  in  his  bed", 
and  tned  out — i  shall  not  dify  hnt 
live  to  declare  the  evil  deeds  of  thefri~ 
lira  I  i”  It  is  sai  I  the  friars  were 
d.'iven  *«svay  in  confusion,  struck 
witli  the  sternness  of"  Jiis  manner, 
and  the  energy  of  l'4s  expressions.” 


•• 


OoR  great  reformer  recovered 
from  his  indisposition,  and  under¬ 
took  the  entire  translation  of  the 
New  Testament  into  the  English 
language,  the  iirst  of  the  kind 
ever  undertaken  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  It  appears  that  he  did  not  un¬ 
derstand  the  Hebrew  language  ; 
but  culiectod  ail  tiic  -Latin  bibles  he 
could  meet  with  ;  from  them  made 
a  correct  copy,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  translation.  He  had  previ¬ 
ously  contended,  in  a  small  tract, 
that  tlie  locking  up  the  scriptures, 
in  a  stmuge  tongue,  from  the  com- 
hion  people,  was  one  of  the  chief  er¬ 
rors  of  Popevy  i  that  t!ie  bible  coi.i- 
tained  the  whole  of  Gods  will ;  that 
a  good  life  was  the  best  guide  to  the 
knowledge  of-  holy  writ ;  and  that 
such  a  knowledge  would  make  xciae 
unto  aaPvation,  Thus  having  paved 
the  way,  be  ventured  to  lay  his 
translation  before  the  piiblic.  This 
measure  rousinl,  in  a  t^ost  violent 
manner,  the  iiKlig«alion.oEthe  cler¬ 
gy.  They  even,  brought  a  bill  into 
parliament  for  the  suppression  of  it. 


alledging  that  the  reuuing  of  the 
scriptures  by-ffje  laiety  opened  an  a-^ 
farming  prospect  of  hiSresy,  and  the' 
yuin  of  all  religion  would  ensue. 
But  the  arguments  used  by  the 
translator  and  his  fiicnds  silenced 
all  opposition,  and  !thc  bill  w'as 
length  consigned  tp.ihsi  deserved  ob-^ 
livion.  ‘  '  * 


\Vjciu.iff  now  ventured  a  step* 
■  fartlier  ;  and  al^ckc'd  tl^e  fivoi’iie 
:  doctrine  of  '  Romish'  church, 
tronauhalantiatijn.  In  ti!s  lectures. 
_rea(4  at  Oxford,  as  divinity  profes¬ 
sor,  in  the  year  1381,  he  contended, 
that  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ’ 
were  not  substantially  in  the  bread 
and  wine,  tut  that  tiiese  elcment&. 
remained  the  saute  after  consecra¬ 
tion. 


For  this  a'idaeity  he  was  prose-^ 
cuted  bv  the  ard'bishop  qI  Canter¬ 
bury  ;  but  \yicklifF  ttas  not  i'nime- 
diately  cited  to  appear  before  him, 
because  the  primate  waived  for  the 
consecrate-d  oafl  from  Rotne,  with- 
out  which  article  we  presume  his 
righteous  anat!ien>a  could  produce 
no  effect.  'Ehe  pa-J  arrived  ;  the 
lieretic  was  summoned  to  appear  in 
the  monastery  of  Grey  Eriars;  but 
he  refused  to  obey  the  mandate,  in- 
'  sistiug  that  he  not  under  epis-. 
copal  jurisdiction,  ’oeir?g  a  member 
ofthe  university  of  Oxford.  The 

univershv,  it  seems,  was  at  that 
•  0  ^ 

time  ip  his  fa\or,  and  would,  have 
have  takeiiT  up  his  cause.  With 
.  thisc  plea  tlic  archbishop  was  obliged 
to,  remain  satisfied.  He,  however, 
proceeded  to  condemn  his  opinions 
in  a  council  of  bishops,  who  had  col- 
1ecte<l  the  most  obnoxious  passages 
from  his  writings.  At  the  instant 
they  met,  an  earthquake  sitook  the 
floor;  the  affrighted  {u;^elates  threw 
down  their  papers,  crying  out  that 
K  the  business  was  displeasing  to 
I  heaven,  whilst  l!;e  archbishop  chid 
their  superstitious  fears,  and  insist 


fi'J  tliat  i:  poi'lu’iklcd  the  dowiifall  of 
here?)* !  ^yislilm  often  spoke  picus*. 
autiy  of  thb  acci.Ient,  ain-i  called  tnc 
is  ifcinbiy  the  council  of  hsryiiene  i 
bcia:j'  V'.A  old  Itnoiwh  Avoril  for 
eartir’jiK.k?.  decKiration,  ho\V- 

wii-i  dr.i’-vn  up,  in  wljicli  the  o* 
ptnipns  Wvjvc  condemned  ;  to  whicli 
Iho  reformer  replied  witli  sinijular 
a^irit  oad  ‘  ; 


cer,  bislujp  :of  Nor\rich,  took  a  ve¬ 
ry  activs  purl,  i touted  b)  the  i.^a 
of  a  war  in  wl.icts  the  iiuipc  of  rcii* 
j;ia.n  Was  jirqbtUuted,  xVickiiif,  oven’ 
iu  tne  (iacliiic  of  ip'u}  thouj;’lit  lU  to. 
enter  lii^  protf^l  a.i'uint.c  it.  A- 
inoai'  many  spiri'.cvl  v.itionb,’ 

he’  evchdms,  “  vyhen  will  i.  c  jjrooU 
priest  of  Uotr.c  .i;runt  in.lulj^-e.iccs 
to  inunUind  to  Jive  in  peace  ;*:ul 
cluxruy  a:i  lic  i\o\v  clfx^b  tf)  and 
yiidy  one  anutb^*r  ?  Fev  thjs  ojxposi- 
:ion  \i  is  tiioujjJiy  tlia^  Wickliii^ 
havv#  bceu  involved  nev/ 
troubles,  but,  lielni^  striicU  vit!*  iLti 
j>aisy,  he  soop  uiter  dien  quietly  at 

LtUlcr.vdrlii,  ui  tlie  veav  1384.  In 

^  *  •  *  .  «  • 

tl.e  oanu'i:  of  CoiibUiUco  l-MSt 
ii:e  opinioiis  of  \V  were  con^ 

i  *  «  ,  ■  •  .  • 

vleini*ed%  and  Lisbon wer^u^  up 
ai'id  bti<4^w« 


^ontiiiu^’jd  oj>]^srvi6n  of 
V7icti?iu  provoked  tbo  arc'**bisiiop 
tb  obtain  a  la'vv  against  heresy,  to 
tho  kiftg  far  tbj  purpose  u/ 
•"ritifying^  t!'.d  riergy,  *  asscnteil. 
B-U  tbc'pjop.Ie  Wore  so  crissatii^fiod 
^vitb  this  increasa  of  cociesListieai 
}>  >»ve»*,  tii^t  \vj3  almost  inktAOily 
'dni.  *If  was  justly  urgkl,  tnal 
^  //c-rfbf7  was  an  un’imitud  word, 
un  J  bear  v/i  le  a  construc¬ 

tion  as  ablibop.  rnight  chuse  to  j^ive 
It  ;  nor  could  it  be  tlb\;bled  but  it 
would  ho  lU  idoVj  signify  x/ha.tcVcr 
or,  avcr^fce  o:  t!ie  CJCr;jy 
ibi  :‘it  fhiuk  cxnodiciU,” 


\ViTii  an  allusion  to  the  subset 
quent  exteiihion  of.  las  doctrines, 
llajHii  liuppii)  remarks,  His  asi.ra 
vv^Ve  T'.^vn  iiito  t!.c  block  wliicU 
runs  ylaougb  Lutlei  vortb  ;  tlic 
!>rot.4k  convc;.  r:d  inera  to  tla*  Sovarii, 
and  tliC  Severn  to  thp  Sea  !"*.  Tuist 
mcai)  and  impotent  triumph  over 
du5t  ar:d[  aslics  vi'i;4>  ll;i!s  rendered 
indicatix’c  of  tlte  dl'Taiicn  of  ratienui 
Cnrisuuiiitv. 


T H  z  archbis?;r.n ,  thus  bafiled  a 
soconrt'nie,  becarna  so  eniMged» 
tS  it  lie  appa^dfor  a*)  ofder  to  the 
king,  whoVebv  he  baniiacd  all  t!ie 
a’)citors  of  WickUif  from  the  uni¬ 
versity  of  Oreford.  Succeeding  in 
t!?is  me.isarc,  the  putlLfg  it  into  ex¬ 
ecution  O.ccasioncd  grcaj  nohsc  and 
ceaht -jon.  Upon  t!  is,  is  ral- 
1/  suppo.s'e-l  that  the  g^pd  o!:!  re- 
forn^jr  reliri  d.  from  tlie  atorni  to 
hi ;  Jivi.ng  at  Hutieru  orth.  *  H^s  o- 
pi:::  >ns  haweveri  were  so  spread, 
tbrt  a  m  :  tier  c;  te^^  us, 

fhat  if  you  met  two  persons  i;pbn 
f:e  ro'id,  yo.  i  migl‘*t  be  sure  that  o!JC 
oftliCiii  w-os  a  foih\i^er 


From  this  brief  narativc,  U  ?p- 
that,  to  attack  long  esutlisi.- 
cd  opii'iions,  however  enontous,  is 
:atendc,d  \x\lh  clanger  ;*  that  every 
att  V  Dipt  ut  rtfonnkiiou  will  incur 
the  eiiinily  of  those  wl.p.  aic*  intcr- 
cstcd  ill  the  pei  pcteUy  of  tlic  ;  Lus- 
c,s  tl.e  iiiOit  ‘cR'cgttiul  v.i  y  cf 

(aJiifcling  whul  is  wi(>i»K>  tithe r  in 
doctrine  or  discipline,  i>by  in.‘ki;Vf; 
an  appeal  to  » »'“l  liiud* 

ly,  that //V  truth-)  hew  e  ver  oppress- 
crl  by  l.tiiTiaq  udcliiions,  will,  at 
icn;?tb,  shake  olf  these  a.'.vcndirtlns 
incumlraorcs,  and  lil.inc  forth  iii  its 
?;iitivc  pmily.  Fevv  opi..i(iUs  were 
nrorc  tr.^Inccc’  than  ll  osc'of  Wick- 
iiiT ;  yet  ovdi*  l  is  mcinies  l>e  ha* 


Ti;?.  laU  ».T..ir  in  '.vl.ich  Wickliff 
tovlc  any  p  u  t,  Was.  relative  to  a  con- 
Tc-t  hjt.*ccn  ^'va  popes,  who  lai.l 
to  tiic  ch  St  t  of  RdtikC.  One 
fj  thcu/i  had  irii^tigalcd  Ihxglund  to 
’Az  lioatc  his  claim,  ia  wLicli  Speu- 


Trfatnur.t  cf  'F.xcotnfnurucdntt. 


lOf 


triunij)iicdt  and  wiil  couiinuc  to  iri- 
*utnpi>  more  completely  jij  tae  eye 
of  future  geacruiionsi } 


tviil  ever  Ik:  Lcld  iu  ti.e  ticn- 

or.  Aud  the  c^anipie  of  thofe  il- 
iuriivlons  n>en  Vi’lio  liaye  noWy 
luLorcd  iu  the  caui^e 


1'he  v'  lUer  of  th^  topogrt^^by  qf  irir-.^and  ahrit/j  ought  to 
Leicealeriii.)''*^  informs*  u»  ti.ut  toe  ’\ii  to  exert  ourseive's  to  prevent  any 
pulpit  of  VVickiiff.  iri  svll  '  htfuiuing  aikeinpu  vv  i.ich.nifj  .h-ftjn^de-hy  the 


at  LuU^rv/ortli— whal  .  'i-i’y 
y/lvcnco  he  clcchnuccl  luf  Ci;v*4;y 
t  le  chstiifate  errorii)  ^lui  oui- 
rii;jcous  p!*olii.jdcy  ot  pic  cituich  qi 
J^onie. 

uiuJcrh  ij*  n^/iUG^aua; 

^l(/od  for  a  ;i  i:et  binjjly  und  alone, 

cUi!»a  \vas  tnc  cau-HC  of  Cod 

and  tiMjtl  — 'fiii  cCdr|s  to  enii,{l.ic:i 

an  1  reforuf  ^^c|*c  csbcniLl  to  ;**e 

tci'it  interests  c; 

%  • 

To  u  :e  the  cxpresitiuii  pf  a  laie  oi* 
O  jran'.or,  v^itn  tt>c  Miu/ii  tr  a<itt!uon 

10’/  Ki-i  ’  bupe;;of  pcpctraliion,  ir.e 
jusMcss  of  ins  scniiVnents,  and  the 
und  united  spiili  wi;h  whicn  1  e  eu* 
ga5^e<i  in  the  ^rbat.cha*^ 

(idtr:y^  was  u  real  itouor  to  Ida  coun¬ 
try.  V/ichlilf  appears  IQ  have  been 
a  man  of  exemplary  and  nnbleinish- 
C'l  morals  ;  and  r)ot\y5;iisUnt!in.:j 
tlie  number  and  vLihincp  of  Us  en- 
Ciiiies,  Ui^y  have  pone  of  them  pre- 
sn  Tied  to  tax  him  with  an v  immoi> 
alitscLi.  liut  though  in  ius  private 
charuptcr  he  eppiars  to  have  been 
very  rc&pcctab'.c,  yet  it  is  hjs  f:ub!ic 
i>%iracter  vyhicH  principally  entitles 
him  to  pu**  attention  and  re^aixl.  In 
an  age  (>f  ignpr  ince  mtcl  supersti¬ 
tion,'  lie  let  in  such  a  rsdiunce  oj 
f'Sh:,  that  r.I!  ti  e  arts  of  the  Roniisli 
cluu’c!i,  and  all  tlip  tenors  of  perse¬ 
cution,  (the  sure  resource  of  a  bad 
cause)  cotiid  never  afterwards  total¬ 
ly  obscure  It.  And  the  propagation 
e?  I;is  opinions  had  certainly  ti  c 
hippiest  ciroct  in  promoUng  liial 
wl.ioli  afterwards  deli v- 
ered  tlie  kingdom  from  ignorance, 
vjpersiition,  and  ecelcsiasucal  ty¬ 
ranny  !  Ily  every  true  protestant, 
therefore,  the  niomofy  of  Wickiiif  i 


zchioiis  and  indefatigable  adhcrcntjl 
»>;'  pepu.’.  y  to  ihvpl'  c  us  opce  more 
in  t.  e  narkness  and  bondage  of  Ro- 
ipup  su!)eri>tiiipii.'’ 

S 

Til  Pi  fame  excellent  Uogrrphcr 
pdd.s  **  Ti  t;  works  of  WickiifT  v. ere 
very  r)uincio/>s,  yet  he  seems  not 
la  in  any  Utr^c 

wo.k,  Hip,  pieces,  in  gx^ncral, 

nni;^ht  bc^^rgpcrly  called  tracts,  ..rU- 
ere  ilic  greatest  part  of  t}.cm  ca 
ciitFerei»t  bohjecls  in  ciivii.i*y,  ti.e 
sofne  pf  tl^epi  \ycic*</n  sc*  ocl  (^iks- 
Tn(|  others  on  suhjcc?s  (■{ 
inpi;e  general  knowledge^  ,  home 
them  were  w:uten  in  Latin,  ldiI 
otheas  in  English.  *  Uiit  as  Wick-  . 
lilF  lived  lx;Jbre  the  inveniioa  of 
pi’UUingV  there  ^re  -bcl  ft  w  rf  l.i$ 
pieces  w  hich  have  been  ni  intcoh”  . 

•  £♦ 


ISLirCCTCX. 


*  TreatmerJ  of  ExcoTr.Trunicants. 

I?i  the  scriptures,'  we  may  ex¬ 
pect  to  find  clear  instructions,  res¬ 
pecting  u  matter  so  importmi  as 
fl-c  proper  tre.atrnmt  t.f  ixirscn-sex- 
cpmpiunicatcd.  In  a  pi  aciical  view, 
tliis  i^  an  ,  interesting  subject.  To 
illustrate 'it,  scycp^  passages  cf 
scrjptvre  will  be  noticed,  with  « 
humble  attempt  tp  explain  thein* 

OvR  Saviour,  in  tie  ISfb  w 
Matthew,  having  stued  the  part!;  ii- 
lar  ^tc]>s  to  l'.e  tr.kcm  with  tc  t  (11  ad- 
er,  concluded  by  snyirg,  If  j,| 
nyglect  to  hear  the  cl  v>rch,  let  I  im 
be  unto  il  VC  rs  t  n  heuthrp  mi.r  viol 
a  publicuni’*  This  iiijauctiot) 


Treatment  of  Exeommunicfmt*, 


though  it  do  not  requir^^ts  church 
to  treat  excomnaunicants,  in  all  re¬ 
spects  ceremoniously, '  ds  the  law  of 
.Moses  requited  the  Jc'ws'to  treat 
Gentiles  ;  yet,  essentially,  it 
requires  the  same  treatment.  '' ' 

All  paititular  intercourse,  so¬ 
cial  connection,  and  comniph  Ic!- 
luu’ship  muot  be  avoided.  On  such 
as  have  fallen  under  the  sentence 
of  exclusion  from  the  church,  a  par¬ 
ticular  mark  of  disapprobation  is  to 
be  placed.  Rom.  x\i.  17»‘*  Mark 
them  which  caese  divisions  and  of- 
icnces,  conlmry  to  the  doctrine 
xrhich  ye  have  learned,  and  avoid 
them.”  Avoid  their  company , 
sl'.un  their  socictv,  and  their  intima- 


Is  conSrmatlon  of  this  idea,  we 
have  clear  instruction,  2  Thes.  iii, 
6,  14.  *‘Xo*’  we  command  you, 
brethren,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jevis  Christ*,  that  ye  wiihdravr 
yourselves  from  every  brother^'that 
'walkelii  disorderly,  and  not  after  the 
tradition  which  he  received  of  us. 
Aild  if  any  nian  obev  not  our  •  or<i, 
by  tl  lis  epistle,  note  that  man,  'ami 
have  no  company  with  him,  that  he 
may  be  ashamed.’*  These  passag¬ 
es  fairly  imply,  that  the  steps  re¬ 
proof,  stated  by  our  Saviour,  have 
been  taken,  and  the  effepder  has 
been  cot  off.  They,  therefore,  ap¬ 
ply  only  to  t!’.e  treatment  of  cxconit 
municants.  Or,  if  the  act  of  culling 
<^be  implied  in  this  withdrawmcnl, 
yet  alt  s’liascqiient  treatment  Is  to  be 
of  the  same  im(x>rt.  ff  excommu- 
nlcation  be  a  rejection  of  the  offend- 
'  er  frcmi  the  company  of  the 
£iithful ;  this  rejection  is  to  be  per¬ 
petual,  till  sigt^s  of  lepcntance  ap¬ 
pear. 

Tax  •amc  i.-iStriiction  is  more 
clear,  it  pc-'-siblc,  1  Cor,  v.  V,  U,  “  I 
irrote  unto  you  in  an  cpisdc,  not  to 
ectnpar;^  with  fornic-tors.*’  The 


IT 

1 1  stress  of  the  prolabition  lies  on  com¬ 
pany  keeping.  This  is  a  general 
prohibiticn.  It  is  added,  “yet  not 
altogether  with  tho  fornicators  of 
this  world,  or  with  tl'.e  covetous,  or 
extortioner^  or  with  idolaters;  for 
then  must  ye  heeds  go  about  the 
world.’  Butiiow  1  have  w  ritten  un¬ 
to  you  not  to'  keep  company,  if  any 
man  tha(  is  called  a  brother  be  a  fot- 
nicator,  or  covetous,"  or  an  idolater, 
or  a  railcr,  or  dyunkard,  pr  an  ex¬ 
tortioner,  with  such  aii'one.  no  not 
to  eat.”  The  Conclusion  is,  “  Tliere- 
lore  put 'away  from  among ‘your¬ 
selves  that  wicked  person.’*  Fiom 
all  this,  ‘it  js  evident,  that  Christ¬ 
ians  are'to  associate  tnuch  Uaa  with 
excommunicaiUs,  than  with  the 
V,  icked  world  in  general ;  *yca,  ao 
nmchleta^  that  ifaH  tlic’ wicked  were 
treated  io  the  same  tnannery  vocicty. 
would  be  atoiished,  and  'Christians 
could  not  five  iu  llie  world*  *  * . .  ‘ 

*  m  *  r  •  *  *  * 

‘  With  excommunicates,  Christ- 
tans  are  not  to 'kc.cp  company,  no 
'not  to  rat:  u  a  cpniinon  ta- 

ble.  if  it  express  the  idea,  or  carry 
in  it  the  appearance  of  company- 
keeping,  is  not  to  be  indulged  with 
the  cxcQniniudicated.  Son^c  diffi¬ 
culty  may  arise,  in  deciding  accu¬ 
rately,  on  wbat  occasioria  it  is  neces- 
sarj  to  refuse  to  eat  w  ith  ‘such  i>er- 
sQns  ;  but  if  the  principle  be  w  qII  es¬ 
tablished,  tV*at  all  social  intercourse 
is  to  be  withhoiricn  ;  Christians  may 
generally  decide,  with  case,  how 
they  ougbt  to  demean  themselves, 
when  occasionally  in  thp  presence 
of.  an  <rxrorrimuuicattd  member. 
Eating  with  persons,  on  some  occa¬ 
sions,  does  not  imply  the  least  de¬ 
gree  of  itllowship,  or  friendly  con¬ 
nection.  A  Chiislian,  for  instance, 
on  a  jmirncy,amc;ng  sirungcis,  may 
uncxpcclecfly  meet'  an  excommu¬ 
nicated  brollicr  at  a  table,  wliere 
each  has  engaged  to  eat.  They  cat 
together,  without  any  voluntary 
connection,  or  friendly  intercourse. 
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If  they  agree  to  journey  together, 
and  to  associate  by  the  way,  the  case 
is  difFercnt.  A  Christian  who  has 
engaged  to  labor  a  day  in  his  neigh' 
bor’s  field,  and  there  meets  an  ex¬ 
communicate,  under  the  name  en¬ 
gagement,  is  not  to  ^quit  the  field, 
nor  to  refuse  to  eat  and  drink,  with 
the  excommunicate.  In  this  case, 
thes’  are  subject  to  their  employer. 
But  if  a  Christian  employ  the  ex¬ 
communicate,  and  introduce  him  to 
familiarity  in  his  house,  the  case  is 
widely  different.  Company  keeping 
is  the  thing  forbidden  ;  .rather  than 
any  pariidular  external  action.  < 

But  we  are  to  obsen'e  further, 
that  even  this  prohibition  docs  not 
extend,  in  any  case,  so  far  as  to  in¬ 
terfere  with,  or  to  abolish  the  con¬ 
nections  and  endcarments  cstablish- 
ed  by  consanguinity,  or  by  the  mar¬ 
riage  relation.  Husbands  and 
wives,  parents  and  children  and 
hou!se  holds,  legally  established,  are 
io  live  together  as  usual. 

Non  does  this  proliibilion  inter¬ 
fere  with  any  office  of  kindness  and 

m  _ 

benevolence.  The  command  of 
God  is,  to  do  good  to  a//j  as  we  have 
opportunity.  Those  who  are, cut 
off  arc  lire  proper  subjects  of  pray- 
CF)  and  of  instruction  and  reproof. 

Fixally,  the  whole  treatment 
of  an  offender,  from  first  to  last, 
is  to  be  of  the  same  uniform  nature 
and  tendency.  It  is  to  be  kind  and 
compatsionate.  The  object  is  to 
reclaim,  not  to  destroy.  He  is  c/r- 
Gver^d  unto  Satan  for  the  destruction 
oj  the Jlcths  that  the  afiirit  may  be  sav* 
cd  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jcfrus.  J. 


Rrugiout  lutrlligence. 

Tn  K  ninlh  annual  meeting  of  llie 
Congi'cgational  Missloiiury  Society, 


in  the  counties  of  Berksl.iie  and  Co¬ 
lumbia,  was  hoiden  agreet.l>iy«to  ap¬ 
pointment,  at  the  ueeting-Louse  m 
Richmond,  Sept.  16,  1806;  at  the 
caning  of  which  a  sermon  wts  de¬ 
livered  by  the  Kov.  Bciiah  Ilotcli- 
kin,  from  Malt.  xvi.  18.  “And! 
sa/  ^Iso  unto  thee,  that  thou  ait 
Peter ;  and  upon  this  rock  1  wilt 
build  my  church  ;  and  the  gates 
of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it.^ 

•  At  this  nrccting  the  society  wa 
'  encouraged  to  continue,  and,  if  pos<t 
sible,  to  increase  their  exertions  t»> 
spread  the  knowledge  of  the  ge«pel, 
by  having  opportunity  to  witness  an 
addition  to  the  body  of  several  valu¬ 
able  members. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees,  con¬ 
taining  an  account  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings  the  last  year,  relative  ‘to  the 
employment  of  missionaries,  end 
tlie  expenditure  of  monies,  was  ex 
hibited  to  the  Society  and  received 
their  approbation.  From  this  re¬ 
port  it  appears  that  the  Tnistces, 
during  the  year,  had  engaged  ei.gb- 
ty  weeks  of  the  missionary  service 
that  they  had  received  returns  from 
their  missionaries  of  forty-four 
weeks  of  service,  actually  perform¬ 
ed  ;  that  the  tnisslonaries  who  had 
made  returns,  had  preached  26S 
sermons,  besides  attending  mai^ 
religious  conferences,  and  making 

many  family  visits  ;  that  thev  had 
•  •  • 

distributed  in  the  new  settlements 
aliout  200  books  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  brought  back  ia  cca- 
tributioHsS^l  S7. 

Tot,',I  paid  out  for  the  two  Hst 
year  70  4  47 

Balance  in  the  Treasury, 

Sept.  17,  1806  ♦SS  cC> 
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Poetry. 


jf  birth-daj  rejvcrion.  in  the  prison  o(  naiuie’s  tiairi.css," 

lx)Mnd  hund  uiul  loot,  and  dtprittJ 
Come,  my  soul,  now  retifed  fro/h  ci'  the  light  of  li.c,  uid  now  ic^cucd 
the  world,  and  all  its  commotions,  ir^hi  etcihal  fniscij-  to  co  ca  tie 

and  deluiive  vaniucs,  dedicate  in  I'eate  o;  C6<5,  w  I  id  pusav  tl.  all  on- 

sisence  this  evening  to  instructive  dcrstanc'it.g.  Let  tl  esv  - 

niediuiion.  •  tions.  O’  n  y  srtil,  in  the  midst  cf 

•  _  ^  ,  ditficultiesnitholit,andtt'ecornip- 

How  solenin  is  it,  seriotisly  to  fe*  tioni of  a  faleh  n.  tiirc  wit;  In,  lay 

fleet  on  the  »ik;nt  lapse-  of  time,  yoti  under  the  1  igl.csl  and  diCeptst 

Four-and-forty  suns  have  hm  their  j  cbngi.tions  li-i  point  of  gr,.uiude,  to. 
Annual  course  since  thou  w-jfe  called' j  live  lihtb  (lod  and  lo  devote  tlufelf 
into  being.  Thus  already  has  pass-  l  to  his  will  in  alllo!)  rf»i)vcisuicn.' 
ed  considerably  more  then  an  e<](iai  Rencer  pr;i.,c  wl.tie  ‘t  i.s  <uc  for 

share  of  life  than  thou  hast  reason  tl  y  »:tlivi  !;nte  tio<.’  iin,  wii  lh  and. 

to  expect:  and  what  hast  thou  mist  ?  y.  n.t  lor  tic  lich  etn.muni- 

done  1  Important  is  the  consider^  .caticn^lcl  pnectl.di  ait  i*  t tiring,’ 
tioc,  ‘  «  nd  lor  the  fiini  !■«  or  c.t  rt<  ir.:  1 


share  of  life  than  thou  hast  reason  ti  y  delivt  iinie  iio<.’  tin,  wixili  and. 
to  expect:  and  what  hast  thou  mist  i  y.  n.t  lor  tic  lich  ttn.muni- 
done  1  Important  is  the  consider^  .caticntlcl  pnectl.di  ait  i*  t tiring,’ 
tioc.  -  rnd.  lor  ti.e  film  !■<  pe  <4  eternal 

Jbihvtiti  iletiuich  in  heuv- 

A  Ft^  years  bacl:5.thbfl'wr.si  but  j  rn  cf.d  in  calth  to  render  praise,'  ' 
an  infant  enveloped  in  the  s.-adcs  j  ^dfij.  f’tnof,  snd  b't sting  to.  the 
of  ignorance,  now  arrived  at  the  j?  1  aher;  Sen  and  Spiiit.  R. 

ntcridiun  altitude,  thou  art  busied  in  |  ' 


the  various  scenes  of  life  and  ma¬ 
ny  years  cannot  elapse,  ere  t“is  :t.  i! 
body  must  turn  to  putreTacticn.  I  'ucl 
return  to  its  native  dust,  and  the  in.- 
mortal  spirit  to  God  vt  ho  gave  i*. 
Ob. then,  cast  JOi  eye  of  soltcuude, 
and  see  what  thou  art  doing,  and 
iiow  your  state  stands  for  eternity; 

Thr  Lord’s  providence  hath  been 
slretchetl  over  thee  ;  he  hath  favor¬ 
ed  thee  with  nia»y  blessings— j  ear 
after  year,  fraught  with  renewed 
fciertieS,  hath  passed  over  thy  head. 
Let  therefere  no  mermor  enter  thy 
heart;  Bet, sensible  of  tningweah- 
ncss,  iet  deep  Lumility-and  grati- 
hudeinfiuet.ee  cvciy 
ecticn. 

A  unoz  poriibh  cf  thy  li.'c  is 
go:,c  ;  But  o.b,  w’ut  poor  rclunis 
hast  made  tc*  the  God  of  ptov;- 
dence  and  <  i  grace.  f)nc'*  shut  up 


.  ,  ROETRY. 

Chiidron  inviud  to  firaiae  God 
CI.'II  r-RI  N.  rt.eic  Mm  in  veut- 

t  {.S, 

'V?  o  gave  ycu  hicath,  r.l.o  gave 

Vf  II  If  i.p  c  »  : 

Yovr  fiibVci’s  pit.ife  tctin.es  le^ 
]  v?x  : 

Lubov  I  js  V  DrJ  s  to  uru’crstiird,* 

In  pn  vi(’( T  cc  chjici'e 

llis  bnd  i^ooodr.ess  cclc^ 

briic. 

O  love  t!  c  LrvfU  tyvit  1  h  r.trnc  I 
He  fcfrr.\?y  Ms  Lc  sotl^ii.s  your 

fibin  ; 

To  i  hn  join*  I. carls  invojslj;^ 

lie  IS  vcor  l\A]  rr. : nr)  in*  frerr!; 
To  your  r^  (^^u  •  ;s  I.Ir,  ctn  1  <  M  1 1  r.d  ; 
Nor  scoiti  V .  Ill  wt  Jx  alttn  j.t.s  td 
pii.j‘».  VV. 


j  jkOM  a-  M.  ciibb’.vi.;.!.,  vjrr.KJU.. 

TZP To  i':t' 'rihtr*  in  to'itn^  f  o  do!ii,rs  &  r  • >v  /;  rarti  rln  ftt\  inc::tz 
—/.">/  nsod,  or.c  dollar  fi;\v  c'l,,*— 7  .  •^ant  rh'  rJio 

inifs;  ly-nv#?  ur  h  y  urd  Lf  »  t:  i  t/  uit  j 
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